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UN  I  IBB  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTUR1 
DIRECTOR  OP  INFORMATION 
WASHINGTON 


*  FEB  18  1942  1 

U.S.  Department  of  Agflcitfl 


February  16,  1942 


OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  MEMORANDUM  NO.  24 
Coordination  of  War  Poster  Work 


I  send  attached  letter  from  The  Director  of  the  Office  of 
Facts  and  Figures  regarding  coordination  of  Government  war 
poster  work,  and  the  Secretary's  reply.    When  the  procedures 
for  coordination  are  worked  out  I  will  notify  you. 


Director  «f  Information  <J 


1 


OFFICE  OF  FACTS  AND  FIGURES 
WASHINGOT 


THE  DIRECTOR  January  28,  I9U2 

Dear  Mr.  Secretary: 

The  Committee  on  War  Information — composed  of  representatives  of 
the  Deportments  of  State,  Treasury,  War,  Nrvy  and  Justice,,  the  Lend- 
Lease  Administrr tion,  the  Office  for  Emergency  Management,   the  Office 
of  Government  Reports,  and  the  Office  of  the  Coordinator  of  Information — 
on  December  29,  19^1,  voted  to  designate  the  Office  of  Frets  and  Fig- 
ures rs  coordinator  on  gov^rnm^nt  posters  designed  to  explain  and  ad- 
vance the  wrr  pro  grain. 

As  a  result  of  the  Committee  on  War  Information  recommendation, 
the  Secretaries  of  these  departments  and  the  heads  of  these  agencies 
sent  to  the  Office  of  Facts  and  Figures  a  formal  statement  of  their 
willingness  to  cooperate  in  making  government  posters  more  effective 
through  clearance  of  their  subject  matter,  design,  and  distribution 
"by  a  centrrl  office.     Each  of  the  departments  and  agencies  also  designated 
a  representative  to  sjrveas  liaison' "between  their  departments  and  agen- 
cies and  the  Office  of  Facts  snd  Figures  on  poster  policy. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  government  posters  in  the  war 
effort,  I  hope  you  will  agree  with  me  that  a  uniform  government  prrc- 
tice  in  this  matter  would  "oe  desirable.     If  other  departments  and 
agencies  of  the  government  engaged  in  the  production  of  -posters  would 
care  to  join  with  the  departments  listed  above  in  designating  the  Office 
of  Facts  and  Figures  to  perform  certain  coordinating  tasks,   the  Office 
of  Facts  and  Figures  would  be  happy  to  undertake  the  work. 

To  this  end  I  enclose  a  form  of  letter  similar  to  that  sent 
to  the  Office  of  Facts  and  Figures  by  the  departments  and  agencies 
represented  on  the  Committee  on  War  Inf cmation. 

We  plan  to  invite  the  liaison  representatives  of  the  departments 
and  agencies  to  meet  with  members  of  O.F.I. 's  graphics  staff  in  the 
inuediate  future,   to  develop  policy  and  procedure  on  poster  clearance. 
If  you  subscribe  to  the  plan,   I  should  ap-oreciete  as  -orompt  a  reply  as 
is  convenient.     I  hope  your  decision  will  bo  favorable  to  the  Committee 
on  War  Information's  program. 

Faithfully  yours,  , 

Archibald  fcadcish 
The  Director 


The  Honorable 
Claude  R.  Wickard 
Secrete ry of  Agriculture 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


February  12,  19^2 

Mr.  Archibald  kacLeish 

Director,  Office  of  Facts  and  Figures 

Washington,   D.  C. 

Dear  MacLeish: 

I  am  in  accord  with  the  reasoning  of  the  Committee  on  War  Information 
that  coordination  will  make  the  war  poster  program -more  effective  from 
the  standpoint  both  of  the  government  and  of  the  average  citizen. 
Government  posters  offer  a  valuable  means  of  informing  the  public  on  the 
war  effort,  and  it  is  essential  that  their  content  and  distribution 
be  used  to  obtain  maximum  results.     To  this  end,   the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture will  cooperate  in  carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  War  Information. 

I  have  designated  Paul  L.  Bissell  to  serve  as  liaison  between  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  and  the  Office  of  Facts  and  Fibres  on  posters, 
and  have  directed  that  posters  proposed  by  the  Department  be  cleared 
with  the  Office  of  Facts  and  Figures  for  Ca)  subject  matter,   (b)  design, 
(c)  distribution.     Suggestions  made  by  the  Office  of  Fpcts  and  Figures 
regarding  posters  will  be  given  every  consideration. 

In  connection  with  coordination  of  government  posters,   I  think  it  might 
be  desirable  for  the  Office  of  Facts  and  Figures  to  investigate  the 
problam  of  government  advertising,  with  r  view  to  possible  coordina- 
tion.    As  a  future  matter,   toe,   the  Office  of  FPCts  and  Figures 
might  wish  to  study  the  so-called  "patriotic"  advertisements  which 
are  now  being  published  by  private  companies,  with  the  purpose  of 
giving  direction  to  these  advertisements,  particularly  on  their  theme. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Clrudc  R.  Wickard 

Secretary 


